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 ENHANCED TRANSITION FOR P7 PILOT – Proposal for Consultation  
 

Summary Proposal 

By Building on the strengths of the existing transition process between Dean Park Primary School and 

Balerno High School, staff will be able to contribute to improvements in the quality of learning and 

teaching, widening achievement and raising attainment.    

It is proposed that a two year pilot is undertaken during which the P7 pupils of the Primary School will 

spend some of the final six months of the academic year in Balerno High school benefitting from 

specialist teaching. The first P7 pupils would be in the High School from January 2015. 

It is proposed that there will be 3 classes of P7 pupils at the High School. Two will be located in the 

huts and one in the main building above the Community Office. Each class will have its own primary 

school teacher with it at all times.  

For eight hours each week the pupils will receive specialist teaching. At this time the staff to pupil ratio 

will be halved with a specialist teacher teaching alongside the primary teacher.  

Pupils will still spend time in Dean Park Primary during these months. Specifically they will be there on 

a Wednesday Morning and on a Friday. 

Educational Impact 

Many parents have asked exactly what additional resources will be made available.  Now that the High 

School timetable has been finalised, a draft timetable is attached.  Please note: 

 Children will get approximately 8 hours a week of specialist teaching time. The specialist 

teachers will be in the classroom with (not instead of) the Primary school teachers.  They will 

be team teaching together. 

 The timetable lists what speciality is available at each time.  These sessions will either be in 

blocks or in rotation between classes. 

 Bringing the teachers to the Primary School would not be practical.  Travel time would 

significantly reduce contact time and Dean Park does not have the specialist teaching 

accommodation which will enhance the educational experience. Ratho and Kirknewton P7 

pupils will be attending Balerno High School one day a week.      

The benefits include: 

 We hope to have smaller class sizes with the creation of an additional class at P6 and P7. This 

may involve a team situation in a P7 class until the transition is made to the High School (other 

possible models will be looked at in consultation with the Authority). 

 Increased teacher- pupil contact through team teaching (Greater depth in learning through 

accessing specialist teachers and specialist accommodation Greater confidence through 

having new experiences supported by senior pupils, their primary teacher and secondary 

specialist teachers. Improved coherence and progression in learning and more seamless 

pastoral care at the point of transition into S1. 
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:50 – 

9:45 

CT and ST 

 English 

 Drama  

 Music 

CT and ST (all 

Science ) 

CT at Dean 

Park 

CT and ST (all Art)  

9:45- 

10:20 

CT 

 

CT CT at Dean 

Park 

CT  

BREAK      

10:35-

11:00 

CT 

 

CT CT CT  

11:00 – 

11:55 

CT CT and ST 

 Maths or 

 Business 
Ed 

CT and ST (all 

Physical 

Education)  

CT and ST  

 Computing 

 CDT 

 Health and 
Food Tech. 

 

11:55 -

12:10 

CT 

 

CT CT CT  

LUNCH      

12:55 – 

1:45 

CT 

 

CT CT CT  

1:45-

2:45 

CT and ST (all 

Maths) 

CT and ST (all 

English) 

CT CT  

2:45– 

3:15 

CT CT CT CT 

 

 

 

(CT = Class Teacher; ST = Specialist Teacher.  Note there will be one ST for each class i.e. three STs.  

Where there is more than one subject choice, these will be taught in rotation amongst the classes.) 

CDT = Craft and Design Technologies 
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Safety 

The physical safety and social welfare of your children is of paramount importance.   Please note the 

following additional information: The entrance point via Malleny Park has been proposed as an 

additional drop off.  Children will still be allowed to access the High School from Bridge Road going 

down the stairs and through the community foyer, along past the drama studio and out to their 

classrooms.  The Council’s Safe Routes to School Officer will update current arrangements for access 

to the High School and their recommendations will be implemented. Should the ETP proceed the same 

security provision shall be made for the High School huts as exists for the huts on the main school 

campus with a secure entry system 

 The ETP timetable means that Primary pupils will be starting and finishing, changing classes 

and having breaks at different times from Secondary pupils. 

 There will be Pupil Support Assistants to assist the three classes. 

 We will continue to ensure and prioritise a whole school ethos.   

 Opportunities for mixed age playtimes as Dean Park for 2014-2015 will be created as a direct 

result of pupil feedback through self-evaluation focus groups. Many of our children have asked 

for and allowing siblings to play together across year groups 

Facilities 

We will continue to work to ensure that the facilities offered to ETP pupils are of the best quality 

possible.  In this regard please note: 

 Benches, tables, toys and storage facilities will be provided for the play area to make it a more 

attractive and stimulating environment. 

 The wet break facility at the High School means that children will not have to stay in their 

classrooms as they do in the main campus but will have a social space to interact with their 

whole year group. 

 Once all necessary risk assessments have been completed, we are hoping that the children 

would also have access to Malleny Park for play supervised by PSA staff. 

 Exclusive toilet facilities have been secured for both class areas giving more toilets per pupil 

than on the main campus. 

Senior Pupils 

We are delighted that primary six pupils have offered to organise a consultation with their peers about 

the proposals for changing the red jumper scheme.  We will help them to do so and their conclusions 

will be shared. We will also ask them to consult on two parental suggestions- (1) a badge system to 

distinguish year groups and (2) that primary sixes only get a red jumper in January when they assume 

senior school perfecting responsibilities.   

Impact on High School 

Some parents are concerned what impact the ETP may have on the teaching and resources available 

to their High School children.  Mr Sives would like to stress that the draft timetable does not reduce 

any contact time for their pupils.  It allows for all High School teachers to retain their non- contact 

hours and still leaves considerable flexibility for cover for absent teachers.  He is confident that there 
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will be no negative impact on his pupils and staff.  Indeed, he is excited about the opportunity that 

this offers to his senior pupils to improve their mentoring skills (in a supervised environment); the 

increased attainment that will be possible for his junior school and the increased professional skills 

development for his staff.  We have a unique opportunity to work with professional colleagues in this 

way. 

 

Consultation Procedure 

Your responses will inform our recommendation to the City of Edinburgh Council regarding whether 

or not the proposal goes ahead.  

If the ETP goes ahead, we will create an ETP Parental Committee to help implement and review the 

pilot.  Membership of the committee will include Mrs Shanks, a representative of the Parent Council, 

four primary six parents and four primary seven parents.  Current primary four parents would be 

invited on to the committee when their children join the pilot.  The committee would monitor the 

progress of the pilot in terms of educational benefit, facilities management, safety concerns and any 

other issues.  There would be opportunities for all parents with pupils involved in the pilot to provide 

regular feedback through this committee, through the Parent Council or through direct contact with 

the school.    

 


