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Dean Park Parent Council is delighted to 

welcome aboard four new parent members – 

Yvonne McEwan, Andy Turner, Fiona 

Rushworth and Simon May. A huge thanks to 

outgoing members Chair Ishbel Smith, Lindsey 

Rutherford and Gail Walker who put many 

hours into the Parent Council over several 

years.  

Sally Cavers is the new Chair with Lauchie 

Scougall remaining as Vice Chair until 2014 

and Yvonne McEwan stepping in as Treasurer. 

You’ll be able to find our contact details very 

shortly on the new website or please talk to 

us at the school gates if there is anything 

you’d like us to bring up at a meeting. You can 

also email Sally on sallycavers@hotmail.com 

or m/text 07920 828 670. 

Remember the Parent Council exists to 

improve parent communication and parental 

links with the school and you are all very 

welcome at meetings. The next meeting is on 

Monday 9th of December from 7-9pm, 

meetings are now in Dean Park clinic next to 

the school. 

Minutes of meetings are also on a 

noticeboard in the clinic, the school gate 

noticeboards and will shortly be on the school 

website Parent Council page. 

The school is continuing to investigate ways of 

upgrading and improving the existing school 

field. This will include much needed drainage 

work to allow the field to be utilised fully 

throughout the year. 

There are also plans underway looking into 

acquiring the field adjacent to the school to 

be used as a sports facility. 

Both areas would become vital assets to the 

local community as playing and training areas 

for a variety of activities and sports. 

As you maybe aware, the PTA has a £15k goal 

to match funding for this development 

project. 

 

The school received a complaint from a local 

resident about dangerous driving and parking 

around the school. This has been an ongoing 

problem, particularly around the main gate. 

As a result the Council’s Roads Team have 

investigated, reviewed parking restrictions 

around the main gate and a traffic regulation 

order is now in progress. This order consists of  

proposed new restrictions that are intended 

to improve sightlines and vehicle movement 

making it safer for the children walking to 

school and the cars dropping off. This might 

take up to 9 months but should hopefully lead 

to improved situation for residents, pupils and 

drivers.  

Also on road safety, the speed activated sign 

on Bavelaw Road has been put up and is 

operational between Monday - Thursday – 

8:15-9:05 and 14:40-15:40, Friday – 8:15-9:05 

and 12:10-12:50. 

We continue to campaign for a pedestrian 

crossing on Bavelaw Road, but hope that this 

sign will make motorists more aware that 

children could be crossing the road. 
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Edinburgh City Council is currently consulting 

on its 2014-15 budget. It held a meeting for 

Parent Council Chairs to outline how the 

proposals relate to schools and the Children 

and Families department generally which was 

attended by Sally Cavers. The proposals for 

how savings (£36M in 2014-15) are to be 

made are all on the Council website and you 

can comment until 20th December - 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20104/council_b

udget/2061/council_budget_2014_15/9. 

Contact Sally if you’d like more detail on the 

meeting. 

 

Edinburgh City Council is holding a 

consultation on polling stations between 1-22 

November. One of the proposals is that 

Balerno’s polling station is moved to Balerno 

Parish Church to minimise disruption to the 

pre-school centre. Ricky Henderson raised this 

at the most recent Parent Council meeting 

and we were all in favour of this proposal. You 

can contribute to the public consultation by 

emailing your comments to 

elections@edinburgh.gov.uk 

 

Rehana Shanks and Graeme Sives from 

Balerno Community High School have 

prepared a Community Position Paper for 

Edinburgh City Council with proposals for 

school use in Balerno relating to the Council’s 

2013-16 service plan and setting the context 

for the provision of education in Balerno. This 

paper will be shared with the Parent Council 

once it is finalised and we’ll pass on key 

points. 

 
The next information evening being held is on 

internet safety on 20th January 2014. This will 

be run by Jimmy Dee. 

If there is a topic you’d like included for an 

information evening please let us know! 

 

A couple of parents had asked us if parents 

need a Disclosure Scotland check to 

accompany school trips. Rehana has 

confirmed that we don’t and that teaching 

staff will brief all parent helpers and regular 

volunteers on taking part before the outing or 

activity. 

We were delighted to staff the Parent Council 

book stall at the Autumn Fayre. A massive 

congratulations to the PTA for organising the 

event which brought in takings of £3651.57! 

Taking Christmas card sales into account this 

makes an incredible £4200 raised. 

 

Great news - funding is now in place for the 

new school bike shelter! 
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