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Transition Policy 
 

 ‘...the way in which transitions are experienced not only makes a difference to children in the early 

months of a new situation, but may also have a much longer term impact, because the extent to which 

they feel successful in the first transition is likely to influence subsequent experiences.  Changes of 

relationships, teaching style, environments, space, time, contexts for learning and demands of learning 

itself combine at moments of transition.’ (Moyels, J., The Excellence of Play, 2010) 

 

At Dean Park Preschool Centre, staff have focused their efforts on refining the transition process, with a 

view to creating a shared vision between practitioners across the preschool and primary sectors.  Primary 

transition is a carefully planned process, not a one-off event. The nursery staff focus on the experience for 

the child and parent through familiarisation, communication and ensuring progression and continuity for 

the child during the transition. 

 

Primary 1 Visits 

The preschool children begin a process of weekly transition activities during May.  The children visit the 

school with their keyworker group with nursery staff, learning assistants and parent volunteers.  The visits 

enable the children to familiarise themselves with the general school environment, whilst giving us a 

chance to educate the children on their new surroundings and collaborate with the primary staff. This 

ensures that when the children start P1 in August they already know such things as where to hang up 

their coats, where the toilets are and where to have lunch.   

 

For some children this is very daunting, so facilitating this once a week over a period of time helps to 

eradicate any fears children may have about starting school.   This introduction to the school environment 

doesn’t stop there. The nursery staff also ensure that the school is part of the children’s routine by 

making use of the school library, gym hall, playground and the outdoor fort area.  We also set up a school 

imaginative play area in the preschool centre and Skype P1 classes via webcams.  In August we display 

some of the work the children did during preschool to help them settle into their new environment. 

 

Sample Transition Programme 

Week 1  Tour of the school, play and snack in the Primary 1 playground 

Week 2  Activity in the gym hall, snack then story in the library 

Week 3  Play and snack in the fort, play in the Primary 1 area 

Week 4  Play in the area and Primary 1 playground 

Week 5  Story with a Primary 1 teacher and class, snack in the dining hall 

 

Activities may vary from year to year depending on Preschool and Primary 1 timetables. 

 

Personal Learning Planning (PLP) 

Another key to the success of the transitions process lies in the information passed on to the P1 teacher. 

The nursery teachers write transition reports on each child, and this information is passed on to the 

child’s class teacher. This is supported by the inclusion of a Personal Learning Planning (PLP) folder 

specific to each child.  The PLP is a working document carried out by the children with their keyworker. It 

contains lots of information which will help the teacher to get an all-round view of the child.  It includes 

carefully chosen photographs and samples of work, whilst outlining the child’s prior knowledge and 

achievement. The PLPs are created with the children and they recognise their own achievements and 

what they can do with their learning.  The whole transition process helps to provide meaningful learning 

experiences for the child and a great opportunity to develop strong relationships with parents, colleagues 

and with the other children. 

 

Children from other settings attending Primary 1 at Dean Park 
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Where appropriate, children from other settings may be included in transition visits.  These children must 

be supervised at all times by their parent or carer.  

 


