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Dean Park Primary School 

Parent Council Minutes 

Monday 25
th

 April 2016 

 

Present: 

 

Parent members: 

 

Teachers & Councillors: Apologies: 

Fiona Bell (FB) 

Andrea Brewster (AB) 

Sally Cavers (SC) 

Cal McCrea (CM) 

Julia Sproul (JS) 

Yvonne Kerr (YK) 

Lynne Watson (LW) - chair 

Sally Gartside (SG)  

Kathryn Wright (KW) 

 

 

Clerk: 

Wendy Zwart 

Bill Henderson (BH) 

Ricky Henderson (RH) 

Dominic Heslop (DH) 

Austin Lowe (AL) 

Rehana Shanks (RS) 

Nadin Akta (NA) 

Neil Craik-Collins (NC) 

Sarah Grant (SG) - treasurer 

Simon May (SM) - vice chair 

 

    

Item  Notes Action 

1.Welcome & 

apologies 

Lynne welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies are noted above. 

 

 

2. Minutes of 

previous meeting  

 

BOOK SWAP 

The book swap was a great success. Many thanks to Mrs Foley and the P7 

who helped.  

 

DEFIBRILLATOR 

YK will send some information from NHS to LW for further examination. 

The location for a defibrillator is still to be decided. 

 

PARENT MAIL 

- Some parents feel there are too many email alerts. At the moment we 

have many communication channels: the website, e mail alerts, Parent 

Mail, Facebook and paper letters. All parents are free to subscribe or 

unsubscribe to any communication channel they like.  

 

PARENT EVENINGS 

Wed 11
th

 May, 6-9pm: YK + NC 

Thur 12
th

 May, 3.45-6.15pm: AB + LW 

2 stars and a wish survey will be carried out.  Paper survey and available on 

school website to download and hand into school. 

 

LW to send 

thank you note 

to Mrs Foley  

 

 

YK to send LW 

info 

 

 

KW to take ask 

office staff 

 

 

 

 

WZ to copy 2 

stars and a wish 

+ PC info 

 

 

 

 

3. How Parent 

Council / Parent 

forum with PC 

funds to be 

utilised + HT 

equity fund for 

activities such as 

skiing 

We would like to set up a fund to subsidise children’s trips, camp, skiing 

etc. The fund can be called ‘the Health and Wellbeing’ fund. 

 

The school knows about some children whose parents can’t afford to pay 

for school trips and camp. These parents are carefully approached when 

the school notices that they haven’t signed up for a trip/camp. Beside the 

known children, there is also hidden poverty. There are plans to find out 
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 more about hidden poverty. 

 

The question is to where the PC’s money should be spent on. The PC 

budgets are likely to be cut in the coming years. Maybe better to spend the 

money on items from the 2 stars and a wish questionnaire. 

 

If a fund is set up, it should be secure and brought to the parents’ 

attention in general way so no one will feel offended by it. The PTA will be 

approached for help. They have money on a Gift Aid Account. Giving 

money to this account has not been advertised lately, maybe something to 

reconsider. 

 

 

 

 

SC to find out 

about starting a 

fund. 

 

 

WZ to contact 

PTA 

4. HT update WHAT IF CHILDREN DON’T GO SKIING/SWIMMING 

Swimming is part of the curriculum and therefor every child goes to the 

swimming lesson. Except special circumstances like a broken leg, non-

swimming children will attend the swimming lesson at the side of the pool. 

They are being involved in the lesson by observing and the questions the 

swim coach asks. 

 

Skiing is not part of the curriculum. If children don’t go skiing they will be 

taken care of by a substitute teacher or with another class. 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

- Kirsty Fulton has an eco-section on the school website now. 

- P3-P7 have had sustainable food sessions. 

- P6 made a questionnaire for parents about food. 

- The children thought about a sheltered space in order to make the 

dining hall less crowded. 

- Other plans: having local chefs working with children, P7 apprenticing 

with chefs, school lunch taster for parents. 

- Chain Works will be present at the parents’ evening to tell about their 

work. 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

From 98 primary schools in Edinburgh 70 will have a breakfast club next 

year. …(WHO WAS IT AGAIN?? Thanks)… talked to KW about having a 

breakfast club at Dean Park. Cost have to be sorted, but it should be 

possible. A concept questionnaire was left behind to adjust and send out 

to parents. 

 

 

 

 

8. Constitution  AB asked us to comment on the proposed changes for the constitution. 

Last October we changed the constitution with the number of parents on 

the PC. AB than suggested some other changes as well. 

 

One thing in particular can cause some disturbance: when someone leaves 

halfway their term. 

 

AB to send out 

copies and 

deadline 

 

All to read and 

comment on  

9. Named Person 

Scheme 

There are some changes to come about the Named Person Scheme.  

 

It has to be made clear on the school website that Rehana Shanks is the 

Named Person at Dean Park Primary. Processes for when she is absent of 

during holidays are to be made. 

 

KW to ensure 

processes 

 

KW and SC to 

talk about this 

12. Date of next The next meeting will be on Monday 30
th

 May.  
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meeting 

 
 

All meetings are held in the clinic building or staff room in school, from 7pm-9pm. 
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