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Dean Park Primary School 

Parent Council Minutes 

Monday 7
th

 November 2016 

 

Present: 

 

Parent members: 

 

Teachers, councillors and co-opt: Apologies: 

Lynne Watson (LW) – chair 

Simon May (SM) – vice chair  

Sally Cavers (SC) 

Alison Chadwick (AC) 

Sally Gartside (SG) 

Yvonne Kerr (YK) 

Cal McCrea (CM) 

Pete Lindsell (PL) 

Sarah Matheson (SM) 

Saafia Rahman (SR) 

Julia Sproul (JS) 

 

Rehana Shanks (RS) 

Kathryn Wright (KW) 

Andrea Brewster (AB) 

 

Clerk: 

Wendy Zwart 

 

Guest: 

Brian Speedie (BS) 

Fiona Bell (FB) 

Sarah Grant (SG) – treasurer 

Bill Henderson (BH) 

Ricky Henderson (RH)  

Dominic Heslop (DH) 

Neil Craik-Collins (NC) 

 

 

 

Item  Notes Action 

1. Welcome and 

apologies 

Lynne welcomes the members of the Parent Councel and mentions the apologies. A 

special welcome to the new parent members: Alison Chadwick (P1 and P4), Pete 

Lindsell (P1), Saafia Rahman (P1 and P4) and Sarah Matheson (P1). 

 

A huge thank you to Austin Lowe (teacher member), who has served his time. 

 

 

2. Minutes of the 

previous meeting 

and outstanding 

actions 

We had a good AGM with the PTA. Ending up with some new members. 

 

HEALTH & WELLBEING - To remain on the agenda permanently. 

 

Snacks for hungry children 

It seems there are a lot of children who are hungry throughout the school day. At 

the moment the school is providing apples, tangerines and bananas in a bowl in the 

hall. Sometimes produce from the school garden or leftovers from lunch are used. 

RS would like a regular solution, possibly with Tesco/Scotmid or PC funding. 

In the past there was a tuck shop and home backing. Unfortunately this had to stop 

due to costs and time. 

 

Defibrillator 

- RS has a form to return to CEC in relation to the defibrillator. 

- Funds have been raised through a sponsored run to buy a defibrillator. 

- LW has contacted Maria Plant from the Council about basic life suppor training 

for all pupils.  

 

Signage 

Amy will contact LW with contacts and ideas. 

 

School dinners 

- Children are still not very happy with current meals/proportions. Unfortunately 

at present it seems not much can be changed. LW will raise this during the 

SW/CCWP meeting.  

- Maybe produce from the school gardens can be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Plant to get 

back to LW 

 

Amy to get back to 

LW 

 

 

LW to mention at 

meeting 

 

 

LW to contact CEC 
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BUILDINGS 

The PC to CEC about possibilities or upgrading the school foyer. There seems to be 

asbestos which will require to be dealt with appropriately.  

 

FIELD 

The drainage works great! 

 

DISCUSSION EVENING 

The discussion evenings are not well attended. It is difficult to find a good time. 

 Would after school be a better time to capture more parents?  This has been tried 

previously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. AGM 

 

We are very grateful to have 4 new parent members and according to RS Mary 

Lawrie will switch from PTA to PC as from the next PTA meeting. 

 

 

3. Governance 

review 

 

Sally C gives a brief overview on the Governance review. Background information 

can be found on the website of the Scottish Government.  

 

John Swinney thought it was time for a review. On the website you can find a 

consultation document for parents about the following subjects: 

- how education is organised 

- who should make decisions about education 

- what is the role of the community 

 

The deadline for the consultation document is 6
th

 January 2017. The link has been 

sent out to parent through ParentMail. 

 

The concern of RS is most of all about the budget cuts, while the service level has to 

stay the same or even has to be increased. 

 

The school and the pupils will send in a response as well. 

 

 

All members to 

read the 

consultation 

document and 

report to LW for a 

joined response. 

 

Discuss response at 

next meeting. 

5. Skiing Unfortunately Neil is not present. Neil wanted to ask our opinion about the 

possibility of having skiing lessons throughout the school and/or a ski trip. 

 

Because the high cost of skiing and because it is very time consuming, skiing will stay 

as it is. Maybe some possibilities will open up at the high school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Parent Council 

Web Page review 

Lynne asks who would like to review the PC website to make it more interesting and 

user friendly.  

 

 

Saafia, Alison and Pete will take a look. Pete also offers to support Yvonne with the 

Facebook posts. Wendy will make the proposed changes. 

 

SR, AC and PL to 

take a look at the 

website and report 

back. 

WZ to make 

changes after 

approval. 

7. 2 stars and a 

wish 

2 STARS AND WISH 

Curriculum 

- Some parents want less attention for numeracy and literacy, more projects 

based learning. 

Response RS 

-  RS has grouped parent responses. Lynne will send the document to all members 

to send remarks to Simon by the end of the week.  

 

Next parents evenings will be 30
th

 November and 1
st

 December where this response 

will be handed out and will also be posted out to all parents via parent mail.  

LW to send to all 

members. 

All members to 

read and send 

remarks to SM. 

SM to collate. 

WZ to put on 

website. 

YK to put on 

Facebook. 

Paper copies for 

parents evening. 
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8. Breakfast club BREAKFAST CLUB 

- Space remains to be the main issue for not proceeding.   

- To remain on the PC agenda. 

 

 

9. PC Funds The PC agrees to add £ 1000 to the Health & Wellbeing fund. An annual contribution 

cannot be guaranteed at present as it is uncertain of future annual contributions by 

CEC to PC funds. 

  

 Under HT update - Mrs Shanks would like Health and Safety to remain on the 

agenda permanently also. 

  

SG to check to 

possible amount 

10. HT Update INSPECTION 

The management team is preparing for inspection, possibly early next year. The 

inspection form is filled in and RS asks for a few members to discuss the form with 

her. 

  

The team are  ready for inspection. 

-      An important subject to report on is partnership. Dean Park has a lot of 

partnerships in the community, like BVT, BVS, other schools, Balerno Fair Trade 

etc. 

-  An important subject to report about is partnership. Dean Park has a lot of 

partnerships in the community, like BVT, BVS, other schools, Balerno Fair Trade 

etc. 

- The school is doing well in sustainability & creativity, she has a professional and 

happy staff, a good ethos and children who can talk very well about the school 

(what is good and what needs to be fixed and how to do that). The children are 

very proud and optimistic learners. 

- Next to the management team and staff, the children are also involved in the 

inspection document. Their voices will be heard. 

- When finished the inspection document will be shared on the school website. 

- RS invites the PC to celebrate all the good things that happen. 

 

JAPAN 

RS is invited to go to Japan to experience the educational system there. 

 

IPADS 

RS has seen another school where every child has an iPad, so school work and other 

things of the school day can easily be shared with parents.  

The use of iPads will also improve teaching and learning. 

RS would like to have these opportunities for the Dean Park children as well. 

 

There are a few things to consider or solve: 

- To be compatible with other devices used throughout Edinburgh, iPads need to 

be used, no other tablets. This makes the plan quite costly. Funding depends on 

social circumstances. We would like to find out how other school pay for the 

iPads and if some rollout programme is in place. 

- The use of home equipment in school is difficult. Talking points are 

programmes/apps, use of Wifi, security for children and the school etc. 

- Where to start? P6 and than down?  

 

Members to discuss 

inspection form 

with management 

team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RS to make a letter 

what she would like 

and why 

 

LW to raise 

question for 

possibilities at 

CCWP 

11. SW meeting / 

CCWP update 

The minutes of the meetings are on the Council website. 

 

Next meetings: 

- SW: 23
rd

 November 

- CCWP: 8
th

 December 

 

Items to be discussed: actions mentioned in these minutes plus the possibilities for 

an extra classroom. The boundaries of the catchment area are still being discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LW to raise 
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12. Parents 

evening helpers 

The next parent evenings are: 

- 30
th

 November: 6.00pm-8.40pm 

- 1
st

 December: 3.40pm-6.20pm 

 

PC parent members are required to help at parents evenings to hand out 2 Stars and 

a wish response.  

  

The PTA will be present, it is hoped coffee/tea will be served. 

 

Helpers please let 

LY/WZ know when 

you are available 

 

 

 

LW to ask PTA for 

coffee/tea 

 

13. AOCB PARKING AT MURSERY 

This continues to be an issue. Nursery staff need to remind(grand)parents and 

carers/childminders not to park on the nursery grounds. 

  
UN FENCED WALL 

RS has forwarded LW e mail to facilities management to request that the high wall 

in the rear playground(P3-7) is fenced off for the safety of the children. 

 

LOLLiPOP crossing 

Previously Dean Park did not qualify for a lollipop crossing as the streets around the 

school were not busy enough at the last car count. We could apply again for a 

lollypop/zebra/pedestrian crossing. 

 

P3-P7 DROP OFF AND PICK UP 

Teaching staff have requested that parents are kindly asked to stay outside the 

school gates at drop off and pick up. If parents need to be on the school grounds for 

the wellbeing for their child, they can discuss this with the staff.  This will 

encourage independence in the children to line up and leave school independently 

and prevent noisy congested pick up and drop offs. 

 

DAVID LLOYD GYM PARTNERSHIP PROPOSAL 

Johan Nolan (PTA) has been in contact with David Lloyd gym at Corstorphine 

regarding a raffle prize for the Autumn Fayre which they kindly 

offered. They also asked if Johan could meet with them to discuss options for 

working together in the future.  One of their new ventures alongside 

sponsorship is to engage with the school to see if there is a possibility of a 

'partnership arrangement'.  They would like to discuss ways in which they can help 

support the school - particularly around sporting activities - whilst promoting their 

brand in our community. They are willing to provide funding to help us buy team 

uniforms for the children competing for the school (tracksuits, t-shirts, swimming 

caps etc).  They would also like to offer a chance to bring their coaches to our school 

to offer free coaching sessions (they have a fantastic junior tennis coaching team, 

excellent swimming teachers and a very good kids active team).The council's policy 

on sponsorship would not breached. 

 

A discussion around this concluded that it would be unfair on the school community 

to engage with a partnership arrangement.  This type of arrangement would 

jeopardise the school's engagement with local community which is paramount and 

has been developed over many years, there are already many great 

sporting activities offered within the school in which children are very successful 

under the current coaching provision (parents/local sports coaches/facilities), not all 

families could engage financially with this type of gym.  Sponsorship for purchasing 

sports wear would need to be addressed by PTA if this was deemed 

necessary/appropriate, but the Parent Council do not feel that partnership 

arrangement is appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LW to look for 

possibilities 

 

 

LW to make a letter 

to send out to the 

parents 

14. Date of next 

meeting 

 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 12
th

 December.  

All meetings are held in the clinic building or staff room in school, on Mondays from 7pm-9pm. 

Dates of following meetings are: 16
th

 Jan, 27
th

 Feb, 24
th

  Apr and 29
th

 May, all in 2017 


