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Dean Park Primary School 

Parent Council Minutes 

Monday 25
th

 April 2017 

 

Present: 

 

Parent members: 

 

Teachers, councillors and co-opt: Apologies: 

Fiona Bell (FB) – chair 

Simon May (SM) – vice chair  

Sally Cavers (SC) 

Yvonne Kerr (YK) 

Sarah Matheson (SM) 

Saafia Rahman (SR) 

Julia Sproul (JS) 

Mairi Lawrie (ML) 

Rehana Shanks (RS) 

Kathryn Wright (KW) 

Andrea Brewster (AB) 

 

Clerk: 

Wendy Zwart (WZ) 

 

Guest: 

James Westwood 

Alison Chadwick (AC) 

Sally Gartside (SG) 

Sarah Grant (SG) – treasurer  

Cal McCrea (CM) 

Neil Craik-Collins (NC) 

Bill Henderson (BH) 

Dominic Heslop (DH) 

Ricky Henderson (RH)  

Item  Notes Action 

1. Welcome and 

apologies 

Fiona welcomes the members of the Parent Council with a special welcome 

to James Westwood, a possible new member of the parent council. Fiona 

also mentions the apologies.  

 

 

 

 

2. Minutes of 

the previous 

meeting and 

outstanding 

actions 

 

 

 

DEFIBRILLATOR & CASING 

- Amy has found a good box. Alec will fix it at a good place. 

- 4
th

 May a defibrillator training will be held. 

- When all is in place, we will let the community know through ParentMail 

and an article in the C&B News etc. 

 

SIGNAGE 

- Money comes from the PTA. 

 

FIRST AID 

- Staff members have been trained in first aid. This will be a recurrent 

training. Possibly also available for parent(helper)s.  

 

PARKING 

- A letter has been sent out. Not all parents are parking somewhere else, 

but it is quieter in the parking lot at the nursery. 

- PC Jimmy D will be contacted to follow up. 

 

RECRUITMENT (TRAINING) 

- Fiona couldn’t attend the training, as there were no trainers. New dates 

will be provided. 

- One new teacher has been appointed through central recruitment. 

 

LUNCHES 

- A letter with questions about the school lunches has been sent to Paul 

Lawrence (Head of Place): 

• lunch choices, use of garden produce, choice of suppliers 

- How menus look depends for a large part on personal touch. 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNAGE 

RS to contact 

Linda Parkes of 

BHS for supplier 

 

FB to contact Nati 

(PTA chair) 
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HALL BENCHES REFURBISHMENT 

- Fiona provided fabric to recover the hall benches. Many thanks! 

 

3. Members 

current and 

future 

Unfortunately Pete Lindsell has to step down as a Parent Council member. 

We wish him all the best. 

 

Sally Cavers has served her time and will also step down today. We thank 

her for all her time and dedication and wish her all the best. 

 

 

4. Health & 

Safety (fund) 

Fiona went to a PTA meeting. The plan is to re-activate (and maybe rename) 

the current Covenant Fund. 

 

The PTA is still in the process of working out the details of re-activating and 

deciding where to spend the money. 

 

In June the new head boy and head girl will be chosen. They will be asked for 

ideas to improve the playground. 

 

 

5. Website 

review 

Saafia, Pete and Alison have done a complete review of the website 

including all the links. The big issue is accessibility. 

 

Maybe the structure can also change. RS says Mike Allan and Ishbel Smith 

were very much involved with the setup. Maybe they can be contacted. 

Tracy Kiggins is dealing with the website a lot at the moment, so she can 

provide helpful information as well. 

 

As Pete has stepped down, SR asks for another member with IT knowledge. 

James is happy to help, he has an IT Security background. 

All to send 

photo’s plus 

summary to WZ 

 

SR to contact 

MC/IS/TK 

 

All to review as 

well, SR to send 

email 

 

6. Email rota A new email rota will be sent out. 

 

WZ to send out 

7. Catchment 

review / new 

classrooms 

SCHOOL EXTENSION  

- The PC should check the council plans for our two new class rooms, 

whether they will be new classrooms or refurbished ones. Cala has given 

money to Balerno Community Council (BCC). 

- Currie will have more classrooms as well, Nether Currie will not. 

 

CATCHMENT REVIEW 

- 6 parents of Dean Park have been to the catchment review meeting. The 

comment of the council was that too many parents were involved. 

- Another meeting will be held before the summer. 

 

FB to contact BVT 

(Richard 

Henderson) and 

BCC. 

 

8. Parents 

evening / 2 stars 

and a wish 

FB/RS to look for banner. 

 

JS to prepare 2 stars and a wish. 

 

WZ to copy 2 stars and PC information. 

 

9. Head teacher 

update 

It is hoped we will have 17 class teachers next year, maybe 18. 

 

The children would like to hold another fashion show (like with the Pitch 

Fever) for Jak’s Den. This will be organised in September. Home baking will 

be sold during Parents Evening  

 

The school improvement plan needs to be changed.  
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The equity money has not been spent yet, plans are made. 

 

The breakfast club will provide breakfast. The PC has a preference for fruit, 

yoghurt and bread. Toast might be too dangerous. 

 

(GRAND)PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT  

After her visit to Japan and Orkney RS thinks the (grand)parental 

engagement could be bigger at Dean Park. She has seen a lot of examples 

with very positive influence on the children. Some ideas: 

- Clear information on the website what a parent helper is and does. 

- Workshops/tasters with community groups/members and skilled 

(grand)parents: Burns, singing, sewing, home baking, scrap booking, art 

woodwork, programming. 

- Community groups: Burns societies, SWI, Stitchers etc. 

- School offers to buy resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FB/SR to contact 

PTA about the 

progress on their 

ideas 

 

All members to 

look for contacts 

 

 

10. AOCB  

 

 

YK highlighted the national work underway on creating a new curriculum for 

3-18 years on Relationships, sexual health and parenthood education. A 

fund has been identified to enable the development of a comprehensive and 

coherent curriculum, a working group has been established to lead on this 

with reps from local authority, NHS boards, 3rd sector and Education 

Scotland. Tendering will begin at the end of April and its hoped the contract 

will be awarded mid-May with work beginning shortly after this.  

 

FB to take care of 

cards/flowers for 

SC and PL 

 

11. Date of next 

meeting 

 

The next meeting will be on Monday 29
th

 May 2017.  

 

All meetings are held in the clinic building or staff room in school, on Mondays from 7pm-9pm. 

Dates of following meetings: t.b.d. 


