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Dean Park Primary School 
Parent Council Minutes 
Monday 6th November 2017 

 
 
Present: 
 
Parent members: 
 

Teachers, councillors and co-opt: Apologies: 

Fiona Bell (FB) – chair 
Cal McCrea (CM) 
Yvonne Kerr (YK) 
Sarah Matheson (SMA) 
Julia Sproul (JS) 
 
Clerk: 
Wendy Zwart (WZ) 

Kathryn Wright (KW) 
 
Guest:   
Sarah Harris 
 
 

 

Simon May (SM) – vice chair  
Sarah Grant (SG) – treasurer  
Andrea Brewster (AB) 
Alison Chadwick (AC) 
Sally Gartside (SG) 
Mairi Lawrie (ML) 
Saafia Rahman (SR) 
Rehana Shanks (RS) 
Lynne Watson (LW) 
James Westwood (JW) 
Graeme Bruce (GB) 
Ricky Henderson (RH)  
Neil Gardiner (NG) 
Susan Webber (SW) 
 

Item  Notes Action 
1. Welcome 
and apologies 

Fiona welcomes the members of the Parent Council and mentions the apologies. She 
welcomes Sarah Harrison, one of the three parents who are interested in becoming 
members of the Parent Council. 
 

 
 
 

2. Minutes of 
previous 
meetings and 
outstanding 
actions 

CATCHMENT REVIEW 
- There is no proposition, no date of a meeting or any other progress. 
- Balerno Community Council sent an email to Robbie Crockatt about the catchment 
review, but has had no reply yet. FB also didn’t receive a reply to her own email. 
- FB has put the catchment review on the agenda of the SW Locality Group and it will 
also be on the agenda of the CCWP. 
- A separate email has been sent to the Head of Family and Children.  
 
GIVING SCHEME 
- FB has sent the giving scheme documents to the PTA. The PTA will proceed with the 
giving scheme in 2018, after the Autumn Fayre and busy Christmas time. 
 
WEBSITE 
- There is no big fear for hacking. We only provide information on the website. Besides 
a lot of time someone is working on the website, so problems will be detected quickly. 
 
 

 

3. Head-
teacher ‘s 
report 

PARKING 
- The breakfast club is going very well, but the JRSO’s noticed that at times there are 
too many cars in the parking lot. Parking outside the school gates is strongly advised. 
 
PARENT EVENING 
- Parents can book appointments at the end of this week. 
 
AUTUMN FAYRE 
- RS wants to thank the PTA and all the volunteers, and specifically Nati and Chrissie,  
for a great Autumn Fayre!! 
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- There are still toys left in the clinic. This will be taken care of shortly. Several groups 
in the area can benefit from the toys. 
 
NURSERY 
- Every school can choose a model for the new amount of hours, like more weeks open 
or more hours per day. More details from Dean Park will follow. 
- Partnerships with private nurseries and child care can happen. 
 

4. Treasurer’s 
report 

As the treasurer is not present, we like her to send the report to all the members. 
 

SG to email 
report 
 

5. Health & 
Safety  

- During the Autumn Fayre parents have been asking about the soup from the school 
garden. They liked the soup and would like to know if the produce can be used in 
school more often. 
- Paul Lawrence hasn’t answered the email FB has sent.  
- One of the pupils has been asking about recycling packaging. A question about food 
recycling has been asked as well. 
 

FB to send 
letter to 
new eco 
committee 
about 
recycling 

6. AGM 
overview 
 

- The minutes will be uploaded shortly. 
- No formal votes were taken, except for the passing of the report. 
 

 

7. Catchment 
review / new 
class rooms 

- It is important to get opinions from parents about the catchment review.  
- We will ask new parents, parents in the catchment areas (door to door), nursery 
parents and community groups. 
- CM will make a flyer to distribute at the parent evenings and door to door. 
 
Important: 
- show boundaries 
- tell parent why giving their opinions matters (future education) 
 

CM to 
make flyer 
WZ to copy  
flyer 
 

8. Parents 
evenings 

THURSDAY                  WEDNESDAY 
SM: 4-545                    YK: 6-9, JS: 8-9 
 

All 
members 
to respond 

9. Website 
progress 

SR has sent out an email, next meeting she will tell about the progress in person.  

10. Conduct 
code for P.C. 
members 
 

After deliberation the members decide we will not have a code of conduct.  

11. AOB - The password of the PC email needs to be changed. 
- One parent questioned the formation of a team for the mixed rugby tournament. 
It seems not to happen fair. The PC is asked to respond to the question if the 
formation is a school or a tournament decision. RS is to answer 
- A seminar about online safety will be held. Who will deliver the seminar is still 
t.b.d. 
- YK: there is a new sexual education package. 
- YK: LGBT has made a good transgender guidance for schools. 
- There is a request for P1 parents not to be in the play ground when not needed. 

Next 
reader of 
the PC@ to 
change 
password 

12. Date of 
next meeting 
 

The next regular meeting will be on Monday 11th December 2017. 
 

 

 

All meetings are held in the clinic building or staff room in school, on Mondays from 7pm-9pm. 

Dates of following meetings:  
2017: 11th December 2018: 15th January, 26th February, 23rd April, 28th May 


