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Minutes of PTA Meeting 1st April 2014 

Office Bearers Present:  

Rehana Shanks (RS), Tracy Kiggins (TK), Silvia Martocchi (SM), Dawn Graham (DG) 

 

Members Present: 

Ailey Aitken (AA), Clare Dow (CD), Charlotte Flemming (CF), Sarah Harris (SH), Blanca Kerr (BK), Katerina Lauder 

(KL), Heidi Macdonald (HM), Fiona Railton (FR), Sonja Ranson (SR), Wendy Zwart (WZ) 

Apologies: 

Vicky Abercrombie (VA), Elaine MacMaster (EM) 

 

1. Welcome  

TK welcomed all those present and made apologies for committee members unable to attend.  TK officiated 

proceedings for new parent members, Fiona Railton and Blanca Kerr, joining the PTA committee:  FR was 

nominated by SR and seconded by DG, Blanca Kerr was nominated by SM and seconded by CF. 

 

2. Minutes and Actions from previous meeting  

 

TK advised that the Minutes of the previous meeting were correct and any outstanding actions will be covered 

throughout the course of the meeting. 

 

Topic Action required Action Taken 

Classroom Upgrades 

and iPads 

Provide costs to TK and SM See Funding Request. 

Playground benches Price options and procure ASAP TK  

Queens Baton Relay Organise Dean Park involvement and provide further 

details of how DPS families can register 

See Funding Requests 

Chilling Children’s Milk Provide costs Sent to TK 

Thrift Shop within 

nursery grounds 

Provide CD with dates of upcoming events 

Coordinate with TK & Gail Walker for PTA to have 

photocopier code for Thrift Shop flyers 

VA? 

CD? 

 

3. Head Teacher’s report 

RS reported that the Parent Focus Groups held in March were successful, providing both positive and negative 

feedback about the work and life of the school, with many recurring themes.  RS believes that these parental 

views and expectations will help influence current and future school practise as well as shape the school’s 

development for the future.  RS particularly enjoyed hearing the honest views of the pupils who took part in 

pupil focus group meetings, which ran concurrently to the parent meetings. 

 

RS described a recent visit from the Inspectorate as being hugely positive, with a number of areas operating 

within the school highlighted as good practice.  

 

DPS has been awarded its Eco School Green Flag Status. 
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RS announced that CEC have agreed in principle for the Enhanced Transition Pilot to go ahead and will now 

move forward to a full parent consultation.  

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

SM reported a current balance of £ 22.425, and Gift Aid balance of £8,300.  Phase One of the school website 

build has been paid (£1,900) and a further £2,000 must be held in reserve to pay for Lets and Coaches fees.   

Other upcoming expenses:  picnic benches and playground seats c£3000, Cyber Coach License Renewal £540, 

P7 Leavers Gifts £200, fridges £270. 

 

5. Funding Requests 

RS presented the case for funding for the following resources:- 

→ Upgrading of 6 classrooms (furniture, pinboards etc) £ 11.284,50 (£1880.75x 6)  

→ 40 x mini iPads  £ 7.840,00 

→ Board games i.e. Chess and Lego  £ 1.000,00 

Further discussion is required. 

 

6. Club Updates 

i. Door entry for after-school clubs (KL) 

Following the letter to BHS S5&S6 pupils, to-date only 2 volunteers came forward.  The clubs 

where a parent rota system is in place, seems to work well, therefore we may need to revert to 

this option for all clubs.  The issue of staff security was also discussed, as parents are providing 

access to people they do not know.  RS has agreed to discuss this further with her business 

manager to see if another solution can be arrived at.  

 

ii. Clubs start and end dates (KL) 

The committee would like to see all after school clubs at Dean Park – including those run 

independently, start and finish in same week of term. Football Club would possibly be the only 

exception to this.  The start dates would factor in exclusion dates set by Edinburgh City Council.   

 

iii. Renewals of all Lets (DG) – Edinburgh City Council, Balerno High School and Harmeny will be due 

in May.  DG will work with the school office, Club Administrator and Club Co-ordinators to ensure 

forms are submitted on time. 

 

iv. Behaviour at Clubs (TK) 

Following a recent incident in one of our clubs, TK stressed the need for all Club Co-ordinators 

and Links to ensure that their respective Club Coach/Tutor enforces the PTA’s behaviour policy 

AT ALL TIMES . Co-ordinators and Links need to keep abreast of issues, to prevent problems 

escalating.  KL to issue an email to all Co-ordinators and Links. 

 

v. Club Enrolment Forms 

It was agreed that Club Enrolment Forms should be renewed each year, to not only ensure we 

are provided with the most up-to-date contact details and medical information, but also to cover 

the PTA in the event new information needs to be added to the Enrolment Form in relation to 

our Behaviour Policy etc. 
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vi. P6 Basketball 

Due to the P6s attending Abernethy w/c 5 May, there will be no P6 basketball session that week.  

As the coach is not charging the PTA for this session, the parents have had this session deducted 

from their fees. 

 

 

7. Class Reps Update 

The response so far to the Parent Email initiative has been positive, seeing a healthy response for many of 

the classes.   CF to pursue the initiative with the class reps. Recommended a reminder note be sent out to 

parents.  

 

 

8. Thrift Shop Update 

TK reported that the Uniform Event held at the nursery on March 28th was a success on all counts. The event 

was well attended and much of the Thrift Shop stock for the younger age group was sold, resulting in sales of 

£177. Feedback was positive in terms of PTA members being able to offer advice and tips on uniform ordering.    

TK suggested it be worthwhile considering running another event in June – this time opening it up to other 

DPS feeder nurseries and playgroups. 

 

WD and RS suggested an end-of-term sale to try and shift some of the winter stock.  This was agreed as a good 

idea.  TK offered to make up flier/posters to advertise sale.   

 

TK proposed the purchasing of a wind-proof Aboard sign which can be put outside, near the bike racks, to 

indicate to parents when the Thrift Shop is open. The Aboard could be used for other events taking place at 

the school i.e. Parents Night, Sports Day, Fundraisers etc.  TK to look into costs. 

 

 

9. Matters arising 

→ Scotmid School Run and Tryathon – flier was distributed via school bags by Active School’s Co-

ordinator without PTA knowing. Agreed that another communication from the PTA to galvanise 

support for the event be put out after the Easter holidays.  CD to organise. 

→ Support for Syrian Refugees – PTA have agreed to support the 2 dean park parents spearheading this 

cause, by distributing their flier. 

→ Fridges – DG has provided costs of fridges for chilling milk in the school.  Need to look at these in 

more detail.  HM has offered to donate an unused fridge from her house to the clinic building.   

 

 

DONM – Tuesday 13 May 2014 at 7.30pm, Location former Clinic Building 

 

 

 

 

 


